
***Summer Reading for English II Pre-AP Scholars*** 

Welcome to an INCREDIBLE adventure in English II Pre-AP! 

As an English II Pre-AP Scholar you will read, discuss, analyze, debate and write about a diverse array of 

multicultural literature and other related topics. To prepare for your diverse literary exploration, you will 

be responsible to complete your first independent reading assignment this summer.  

Your English II Pre-AP adventure begins with a powerful novel entitled Copper Sun by Sharon Draper. 

****************************************************************************************************************** 

Your English II Pre-AP Summer Assignment: (Due FIRST day of school) 

 Read and annotate (See “Helpful ways to annotate” section below) in its entirety the novel Copper 

Sun by Sharon Draper. 

 Throughout your reading, complete 6 short answer responses using one of the short answer strategies 

that you previously learned (AEPS, ACES, etc…).  A list of short answer questions from which to choose 

have been provided for you in this packet. 

 Ensure your answers are handwritten in STAAR-approved short answer boxes. Short answer boxes are also 

available for printing on the TEA website at http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/writing/ under 

STAAR English and Writing Resources. 

 This assignment serves as one of your FIRST MAJOR GRADE assignments for the school year. 

 Throughout your reading, find 2 examples for each of the 8 literary terms listed in the “Literary Terms 

Directions” section.  

 This assignment serves as two of your FIRST QUIZ GRADE assignments for the school year. 

Helpful Ways to Annotate 

 Highlight or underline important passages, words, and descriptions. 

 Highlight or underline new characters when they are introduced AND the subsequent quotes that develop 

the character. 

 Bullet key plot events at the end of each chapter. 

 Write notes in the margins  

 Your reaction to what happens 

 Predictions  

 Characterizations  

 Symbols 

 Shifts in tone 

 Questions you might have 

 Define any unfamiliar terms.  

 Note any patterns or motifs (recurring theme). 

Short Answer Response Question Directions 
 

 Be sure to include page numbers in your responses to receive FULL CREDIT.  

 Be sure to write the question number in the outer margins of each response to receive FULL CREDIT.  

 Handwritten submission only in STAAR-approved boxes to receive FULL CREDIT. 

 

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/writing/


Copper Sun Short Answer Questions 

 

1. What affect does the prologue have on the reader’s initial understanding of the novel? Support 

your answer with evidence from the selection. 

2. How would you describe the novel’s protagonist Amari? Support your answer with evidence from 

the selection. 

3. The novel opens with Amari talking to her brother Kwasi. Describe their relationship. Support 

your answer with evidence from the selection. 

4. How does Draper use sensory language to establish the customs of Amari’s people? Support your 

answer with evidence from the selection. 

5. What did Besa’s drum symbolize about the life of his and Amari’s people and customs? Support 

your answer with evidence from the selection. 

6. How does Draper establish the theme of survival throughout the novel? Support your answer 

with evidence from the selection.  

7. How does Draper establish the damaging impacts of slavery throughout the novel? Support your 

answer with evidence from the selection. 

8. Describe the setting of the period that this novel takes place in. Support your answer with 

evidence from the selection. 

9. After being captured, what types of realizations does Amari have about the life of her and her 

people? Support your answer with evidence from the selection. 

10. What is the significance of Afi for Amari? Support your answer with evidence from the selection. 

11. In what ways does fear impact or inform Amari’s journey? Support your answer with evidence 

from the selection. 

12. How do Amari and Polly feel about each other? Support your answer with evidence from the 

selection. 

13. A recurring motif in the inability to cry or express emotion. What does this motif reflect about the 

characters and their experiences? Support your answer with evidence from the selection. 

14. Describe the differences between Amari’s slave status and Polly’s indentured servant status. 

Support your answer with evidence from the selection. 

15. Describe the similarities between Amari’s slave status and Polly’s indentured servant status. 

Support your answer with evidence from the selection. 

16. Describe the narrative viewpoint of Copper Sun and the affect this viewpoint has on the reader’s 

experience with the novel. Support your answer with evidence from the selection. 

17. Is Copper Sun more a story of defeat or victory? Support your answer with evidence from the 

selection. 

18. What is the significance of Amari’s language deficit (lack of English) to the overall story? Support 

your answer with evidence from the selection. 

19. How does Mr. Derby’s relationship with his wife reflect the lower status of women in the society of 

this period? Support your answer with evidence from the selection. 

20. Who is worse to Amari?: Mr. Derby or Clay. Support your answer with evidence from the selection. 

 

 



Literary Terms Directions 

 The following is a list of literary elements along with their definitions and examples. Some terms you are 
familiar with; others may be new. You may use the Internet and/or grammar books.  

 Your first mission is to FIND 2 examples of each of these literary elements within your novel. You will write the 
entire sentence that uses the literary element then underline or highlight the aspect of the sentence that 
represents the literary element. Include the page numbers. 

 Your second mission is to CREATE 2 original (different words) examples of each of the following literary 
elements. 

 Each completed term is worth 25 points (4 completed terms equal 100 points) 

 Handwritten or typed submissions acceptable.  
 
 
1. Simile- a figure of speech comparing two unlike things that is often introduced by like or as 

Book Ex #1: He pranced on the pizza like a lion on its prey. (p55) 

Book Ex #2: My imagination was like magic. (p72) 

My Ex #1: The thoughts rushed through my mind like a wild river. 

My Ex #2: He sped through the hallway like a racecar.  

 

2. Metaphor- A figure of speech where two items are compared without using “like” or “as.” 

Book Ex #1: The floorboards of his mind rattled. (p55) 

Book Ex #2: My memories were only mental scars. (p72) 

My Ex #1: I am the captain of my actions. 

My Ex #2: He was a beast on the court.  

 

3. Imagery- the mental images a reader experiences as a result of the writer’s words; may convey a sense a sight, 

smell, hearing, feeling or tasting. 

Book Ex #1: The shimmering sun glistened with gold. (p55) 

Book Ex #2: The saltiness tingled my tongue. (p72) 

My Ex #1: The leathery skin of the hollowed drum pulsed through my hands. 

My Ex #2: The sweet apple spice complimented the otherwise tasteless air.  

 

4. Appositive- Also called a noun phrase, an appositive modifies the noun next to it. 

Book Ex #1: The dragon, a large creature with glittering green scales, looked warily at the approaching wizard. 

(p10) 

Book Ex #2: Shawn and Jalin, my nephews, visited our home this weekend. (p15) 



My Ex #1: My sister, Karla, is my best friend. 

My Ex #2: Joseph, my boss, manages the company really well. 

 

5. Complex Sentence- A sentence structure that is a combination of a dependent clause and an independent 

clause. (No underlining needed.) 

Book Ex #1: Because the rabbit refused to come out of the hat, the magician’s face turned red. (p22) 

Book Ex #2: As I thought of the field hand, I felt strangely disoriented. (p115) 

My Ex #1: Instead of going to the house, I decided to go to the church. 

My Ex #2: If he goes to the game, I am going to. 

 

6. Subordinating Conjunctions- A conjunction that introduces a subordinate (dependent) clause. 

Book Ex #1: Because the rabbit refused to come out of the hat, the magician’s face turned red. (p22) 

Book Ex #2: The class went wild after the teacher left. (p115) 

My Ex #1: Before we left for the concert, we changed our clothes. 

My Ex #2: The garage opened because we found the controller. 

 

7. Adjective Clause- An adjective clause is a subordinate clause used to modify a noun or a pronoun in the main  

clause. It may be introduced by the pronouns who, whose, whom, which, or that (and sometimes  

when or where). 

Book Ex #1: The woman who lives next door is a registered nurse.  

Book Ex #2: Art, which is Lyla’s favorite subject, has always been easy for her. 

My Ex #1: Carrie, my friend, which is also Leah’s cousin, came to my house. 

My Ex #2: The lady who runs the concession stand is kind. 

 

8. Antecedent- The noun that comes before the pronoun. 

Book Ex #1: I get worried when the neighbors let their dog out. The dog goes wild, and he always messes up my 

front yard.  

Book Ex #2: Dana paced the floor until she realized the truth. 

My Ex #1: Tomorrow Jamie is painting the walls. She is such a crafty person. 

My Ex #2: My mother is always cleaning. She is a busy body. 



 

I acknowledge that my son or daughter has a summer reading assignment to complete before entering Pre-AP, AP, or 

Dual Credit English next year.  It is understood that the project will be due the first week of school. 

Please return this signature page to your teacher during the first week of school. 

Student’s name printed: ____________________________________________________________ 

Grade level for 2016- 2017: __________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian signature: __________________________________________________________ 

 


